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Visiting Vienna, Austria — cruising the Danube with the Gulf Coast
Symphony (St. Stephen's Cathedral)

Guest Singer: Blake Bayly

Lynn Henderson preaching — June 28th service

Lynn Henderson's sermon on June 28th reflects on Matthew
10:40-42, especially verse 42. This verse reminds us we are all
meant to be disciples and that discipleship is lived out in the
small, everyday acts of compassion. Jesus calls us to serve others
not for recognition or reward, but simply because it is an
expression of God's grace in our lives. In verse 42, Jesus says
that even giving “a cup of cold water” to “the little ones” is
significant, teaching us that true discipleship is shown through
personal, one-to-one acts of compassion. These moments, though
simple, are meaningful and demonstrate how God places each of
us where we need to be for those in need every day.



OUR MISSION:

To equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission.
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In His service,
Tom Brusegaard
Council President

CHURCH COUNCIL

Hopefully the Fourth of July celebration at church was a success
with the cookout after the service — it was wonderful to
celebrate the 250th birthday of our great nation.

The council has been at work planning future events that will also
be fun for everyone. The Labor Day picnic and the spring festival
are just a couple of events that are in our future.

We had a temporary setback on the cell phone tower as the
contractor failed to get a couple of permits that are required by
the county. We expect that the construction will be delayed at
least until August and maybe later.

Again we are wishing all of our friends at Peace a safe and
enjoyable summer.

In His service,
Tom Brusegaard
Council President



Rev. Andreas Stein

The Church Was Never Meant to Turn Inward

One of the great temptations for every congregation is to slowly become occupied with itself. Budgets. Buildings. Committees.
Preferences. Traditions. Programs. Making new members. None of these things are unimportant. Every congregation needs them.
But they were never meant to become the reason the Church exists.

From the very beginning, God's people have been sent into the world.

When Jesus looked at the crowds, He did not see interruptions. He saw people who were “harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd” (Matthew 9:36). He walked toward them. He healed them. He fed them. He forgave them. He proclaimed the
Kingdom of God. Only after His resurrection did He gather His disciples and send them with the words, “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). The Church was born facing outward.

The first Christians understood this. They certainly cared for one another, but they quickly became known for something else.
They became known for the way they cared for widows, orphans, the poor, the sick, and those whom society had forgotten. They
transformed entire cities, not because they sought influence or recognition, but because the love of Christ simply overflowed into
the lives of others. Their faith was visible.

That has always been the Church at its best.

Whenever the Church turns inward for too long, it begins asking, “What do we want?” When the Church looks outward, it begins
asking, “Who needs Christ today? Who needs hope? Who needs healing? Who needs someone to walk beside them?”

Those are very different questions.

At Peace, I hope we never lose sight of that calling. Everything we do inside these walls should prepare us for what God wants to
do outside these walls. Worship strengthens us. Bible study grounds us. Fellowship encourages us. But none of those are the
finish line. They are God's way of preparing His people to be His hands and feet in a community where loneliness, anxiety,
broken families, financial hardship, addiction, and despair are very real.

Jesus did not establish His Church simply to maintain itself. He established His Church so that through it, the world would
encounter Him.

As we continue to dream about the future of Peace, my prayer is simple. May we become known as a congregation that loves
deeply, serves generously, proclaims Christ boldly, and never forgets that our mission begins the moment we walk out the front
doors.

That is where the harvest is.

Rev. Andreas Stein

Debt Reduction Campaign Update
More information will be shared as the process unfolds. We ask all members and friends of
Peace to continue praying for this effort.



PARISH NURSE MINISTRY
Marilyn Kranich RN

THE TRANSITIONS WE FACE
We have experienced wonderful, tragic, and bittersweet changes during the time God has given us on this earth. We have grown
from the dependence of infancy and childhood, to the turbulence of our teenage years, then the pride and anxiety of
independence. We know the joy of starting a new career, the pain and disappointment of losing a job, the ambivalence of
approaching retirement. Many of us have lived the joy of welcoming a new life into our families, the grief of losing a parent or
child, the uncertainties of becoming responsible for the care of one who has cared for us.

Transitions. We are prudent to address foreseeable change proactively. Sometimes the circumstances are not easily recognized.
There are times we don't want to see the changes in our lifestyle that we know are inevitable. Yet, there is a gentle voice telling
us that the time is approaching.

How fortunate we are that there are abundant resources in Ft Myers. See your Parish Nurse for The Senior Blue Book's complete
list of services.

• There are agencies that will assist you to age in the comfort of your home, from providing adaptive devices to home maintenance and
personal care — often a cost-effective alternative to an assisted living facility.

• Continuum of care facilities provide counsel and offer various levels of care for a fluid transition as your needs change.

• The transition to a rehabilitation, assisted living, or skilled nursing facility often follows a hospitalization — your case manager can
help. You can also visit facilities before the need arises.

• Socialization is important to a balanced, healthy lifestyle; Senior Day Care can help.

• Changes in memory and judgment are among the most difficult to address. The Alvin Dubin Resource Center can help you face your
concerns and find good answers.

• Transportation alternatives are available. Recognizing when it's time to relinquish driving is a responsibility, too.

• Food delivery is available for a small fee from Publix; Meals on Wheels will also bring a meal to your door.

• An elder-law attorney can advise and advocate for you.

Please do not allow an unexpected hospitalization due to illness or injury to put you or a loved one at risk. Talk to your family
now to determine a plan should there be a change in your level of independence. A Living Will/Five Wishes directive is
imperative.

Let's strive to make change a positive experience.

Marilyn Kranich, RN, FCN

"When anxiety was great within me, your consolation brought me joy." Psalm 94:19

RESOURCES: www.seniorsbluebook.com | www.alzheimersswfl.org | instacart.com/publix

If you would like someone added to the prayer list, please email Marilyn at
parishnurse@peaceftmyers.com. Names will stay on the list for one month unless noted
otherwise. Thank you for your prayers and cooperation.



MUSIC MINISTRY

In July, it was a privilege to represent Peace Lutheran Church at the Association for Lutheran
Musicians conference held at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota. I went to many inspiring and
thought provoking seminars. I learned a lot having the opportunity to participate in several deeply
spiritual worship services and performances. One of the highlights was hearing a performance of
Bach’s St. Matthew Passion. It was also nice to meet fellow church organists and “run into” old
friends. It is so important that the music tradition of the Lutheran church be preserved and celebrated.
We are so fortunate to be a part of this community of believers that has such a rich musical history.

— Nic Steltzer, Director of Music

GLADIOLUS FOOD PANTRY
We will be taking the month of August off from bagging
our bags for Gladiolus Food Pantry. Please plan to join us
for our next project time on Tuesday, September 8th at
10am in GSH.

Donations for August are requested at the pantry: Grape and
Strawberry Jelly (plastic jars only please!), Cooking Oil,
and Canned Beans (any kind of beans!).

Thank you for your generosity — you do make a difference!

— Gayle Sanders



STEWARDSHIP

Happy 250th Birthday, America! Let's celebrate our great nation
and have a safe and fun July 4th!

— Your Peace Stewardship Team

Legacy Foundation

Your Legacy Foundation board: John Woodring, Bruce Jaeger, Paul Bischoff, Marty Spillman, Eric Degelau,
Mark Gillespie and Krys Chisholm

- John Woodring

Volunteer Coordinator — Lynn Henderson

Gratitude for Our Ministry Volunteers

As the season comes to a close, Peace Lutheran Church would like to take a moment to
express our heartfelt thanks to all ministry volunteers. We are deeply grateful for your
willingness to serve, and we recognize how much your ministry has benefited our church
throughout this season. Your efforts have truly helped us immensely, and we could not
have accomplished so much without your generosity of time and talent.

Looking ahead, we ask each volunteer to send us an email next season when you plan to
return. This will help us schedule and organize our ministry teams.

Blessings, Lynn
Please send your schedule for next season to Lynn Henderson: rusthenderson@me.com



On the Road with the Kruegers

The Kruegers spent time this summer visiting family and friends up north — including a sunset boat
ride, a lakeside dinner with the whole group, and good visits along the way.

— The Kruegers



Oasis Youth Center

Lori's Oasis lesson today was making no-bake cookies and peeling fruits. She had
everyone's attention.

Enjoying the new tables at Oasis Youth Center



HOSPITALITY and KITCHEN MINISTRY AT PEACE

Concert receptions. Fellowship time after worship services. Easter Breakfast. Stewardship Luncheon. Picnics in the
Summer. Anniversary and Birthday celebrations. These are just a few of the events that utilize the Kitchen Ministry at
Peace.

I'm Myrnell Brusegaard, your newly appointed Kitchen Manager. My responsibilities include overseeing the operation
of the kitchen, recruiting volunteers for events, purchasing products for the kitchen and keeping everything clean and
orderly. We recently completed a reorganization of the pantry, cupboards and drawers along with a new system for you
to find whatever you're looking for in the kitchen. A huge shout out and thank you to the amazing group of women who
spent several hours working on getting it completed — Carol Anderson, Lauree Menk and Shelly Shaffer. We hope you
find the area to be very “user friendly”.

My one request of all members of Peace is to not “drop off” anything in the kitchen. Please contact me if you have
something you're thinking of donating to see if we really can use it. And if you bring food to church, please make sure
you take your personal dishes home with you.

If you are planning any event that utilizes the kitchen, there is a form to fill out so I can provide all the assistance you
need. Let me know if you're planning something and I will email the form to you. If you would like to be a part of our
“kitchen team”, please contact me at myrnell@yahoo.com or call/text me at 612-816-0573. Any questions or concerns
about anything kitchen related are always welcome.

Hebrews 13:2 — Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unaware.

In His service, Myrnell

Happy Birthday — August

Jack Hilbert 08/03
Jerry DeMeo 08/05
Lauree Menk 08/07
Krystin Chisholm 08/09
Mary Daggett 08/09
Sandy Krueger 08/09
Rolland Ruff 08/09
John Vaughn 08/10
Ruth Baker 08/13

Andreas Stein 08/13
Gary Van Enkenvert 08/13
Connie Bischoff 08/16
Jean Boyer 08/21
Gary Hemsworth 08/21
Gary Walth 08/29
Louise Avery 08/31
Julie Van Enkenvort 08/31



Peace Lutheran Church
15840 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33908

PHONE: 239-437-2599     FAX: 239-437-3647

OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Thursday, 9am - 3:00pm

www.peaceftmyers.com

E-MAIL: peace@peaceftmyers.com   pastorandreas@peaceftmyers.com

PEACE FACEBOOK PAGE: Facebook.com/peaceftmyers

PEACE YOUTUBE FOR LIVESTREAM: www.youtube.com/@peacelutheranchurch372

WEB RESOURCES: Florida-Bahamas Synod, ELCA Florida Happenings,

www.fbsynod.org, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, National News, www.elca.org

STAFF:

Pastor Andreas Stein, pastorandreas@peaceftmyers.com

Nic Steltzer - Director of Music, music@peaceftmyers.com

Marilyn Kranich, Parish Nurse, parishnurse@peaceftmyers.com

Jim Krueger, Financial Secretary, financial@peaceftmyers.com

Lynn Henderson, Volunteer Coordinator, vc@peaceftmyers.com

Synod Parish Deacons: George Avery, Lizz King

Shawn Ray, Treasurer, financial@peaceftmyers.com

Javier Ortiz, Custodian

Sarah Houghton, Parish Administrator, admin@peaceftmyers.com

Dove Tales submission deadline is the 15th of each month
to media@peaceftmyers.com. Please send your pictures, articles, and upcoming events! We are always

looking for pictures of church happenings, be sure to add a caption when you submit a picture.
Take out your phone, snap a picture, and send it in!

Thank you!
We would love to hear from you.


